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REQUIRED CLASSES FOR EACH GRADE LEVEL 
 

 
Freshman Year Sophomore Year 
Freshman English (2 semesters) Sophomore English (2 semesters) 
Math (2 semesters-Algebra or Geometry) Math (2 semesters-Geometry, Alg II) 
Science (2 semesters-Physical or Env Science) Science (2 semesters-Biology) 
Health 
PE PE 
World History B or World Geography World History B or World Geography 
Career/Tech Elective(s) Career/Tech Elective(s) 
Fine Art Elective or World Language Fine Art Elective or World Language 
General/Personal Pathway Elective General/Personal Pathway Elective  
 
 
Junior Year Senior Year 
Junior English or LA Electives* (2 semesters) Senior English or LA Electives* (2 sem) 
Math (2 semesters-Alg II or Financial Alg.) Civics (1 sem) 
U.S./American History (2 semesters) Contemp World Probs./Curr. Events (1 sem) 
Science (2 semesters-Earth/Space Science) 
Electives (CTE, Fine Art, World Lang, General/PPR) Electives (CTE, Fine Art, World Lang, General/PPR) 
 

Additional Graduation Requirements  
 

✓ Fifteen (15) hours of community service are required.  These hours are to be acquired during 
the senior year. 

✓ The culminating project which includes the High School & Beyond Plan (Personal Pathway) 
✓ Passage of state-required testing (differs by graduating class) or other pathways 
✓ Passage of locally determined assessments and essential assignments in areas of health/fitness, 

social studies, and the arts. 
✓ Passage of Washington State History/state history in MS/JH or HS 

 
 
 
 
 



MINIMUM HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS - Class of 2017-2018 
 

8 semesters of English  
 

6 semesters of Math  
 

  4 semesters of Science, including at least one year of laboratory science 
 

6 semesters of Social Studies  
 

1 semester of Health 
 

3 semesters of Physical Education 
 

2 semesters of Career Technical Education (CTE) 
 

2 semesters of Fine Visual or Performing Arts  
 

44 SEMESTER CREDITS TO GRADUATE (22 CARNEGIE UNITS)  
 

MINIMUM HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS – Class of 2019 & Beyond 
 

8 semesters of English 
 

6 semesters of Math 
 

6 semesters of Science, including at least 2 years of laboratory science 
 

6 semesters of Social Studies 
 

1 semester of Health 
 

3 semesters of Physical Education 
 

2 semesters of Career Technical Education (CTE) 
 

4 semesters of Fine, Visual, or Performing Arts (2 can be PPR-Personal Pathway Requirements) 
 

4 semesters of World Language (4 can be PPR- Personal Pathway Requirements)) 
 

48 SEMESTER CREDITS TO GRADUATE (24 CARNEGIE UNITS) 
 

HIGH SCHOOL CREDITS FOR 8TH GRADE COURSES 
 
Students may earn high school credits for work completed in the 8th-grade algebra course. If parents wish to                  
have these credits and grades for 8th-grade algebra added to their student’s high school transcript, a written                 
request to that effect must be given to the high school counseling office before the end of the student’s                   
9th-grade year. Otherwise, the credits and grades will not become part of the student’s permanent record.                
Students and parents may opt to take advantage of this if the student was successful in the class and it would                     
impact the student’s GPA (grade point average) in a positive way. Please note that once the course has posted to                    
the student’s transcript it may not be removed.   
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

INTRODUCTION TO ONLINE LEARNING/DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP/PEARSON 
CONNEXUS STUDENT ORIENTATION 

 
PEARSON CONNEXUS STUDENT ORIENTATION: (one day course, required yearly...credit will be issued as part 
of Viking Connections in concert with the Introduction to Online Learning course and other requirements/activities, 
including, but not limited to the High School and Beyond Plan and related activities.)  In Unit 1, you’ll get a quick one 
page introduction.  In Unit 2, you will get familiar with all the tools that you'll use during your typical school day. Watch 
the videos in each lesson to learn more about the tools and how they work. Take your time and explore. 
In Unit 3, you will learn how to create a daily routine for working with your courses and lessons. This is the easiest way to 
get your school year off to a successful start! You will also learn how to track your progress in the Gradebook and submit 
self-assessments.  
In Unit 4, you will learn about Academic Integrity and why it is important to you as an online student 
 
INTRODUCTION TO ONLINE LEARNING: (required yearly, will be enrolled simultaneously with first requested 
core/elective course upon successful completion of the Pearson Connexus Student Orientation...credit will be issued as 
part of Viking Connections).  The digital world seems to change every day, and touch more of our lives. We use 
technology to communicate with friends and family, find neverending entertainment options, follow our favorite sports 
teams and fashion trends, and do our school work. In Learning in a Digital World you will get the tools to navigate this 
exciting and always changing world. Learn about real-world issues and how to solve real-world problems through 
interactive and hands-on assignments. Discover what it means to be a responsible digital citizen, expand your digital 
literacy, and become a successful online student. Consider the best ways to find, create, and share information, learn to 
maximize information and communication technologies, and explore digital content creation, from emails and blogs to 
social media, videos, and podcasts. 
 

ENGLISH 
 
FRESHMAN ENGLISH:  English 9A/9B (two semester courses, online curriculum-Pearson Connexus) 

This is the first of two courses that comprise English 9. In this course, the student will take an in-depth look at a                       
variety of literature selections. In reading and responding to these diverse selections, the student will gain a thorough                  
understanding of fiction and nonfiction genres, including short stories, essays, poetry, and drama. The student will also                 
read Jack London's The Call of the Wild. This selection enables the student to explore universal themes and make                  
connections between the characters' experiences and his own. Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird may be read instead of                  
The Call of the Wild. Writing instruction focuses on analytical and expository writing but also provides opportunities for                  
the student to write creatively. 
 

This is the second of two courses that comprise English 9. In this course, the student continues to explore a variety of 
literature selections from world literature, including well-known works. The student will learn strategies for reading epic 
poetry and study the characteristics of suspense stories. Also, the student will analyze the elements of drama as he reads 
William Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. George Orwell's Animal Farm may be read instead of Romeo and Juliet. 
Writing instruction focuses on analytical and expository writing including in-depth instruction in the process of writing a 
research paper. This project teaches the student to critically analyze primary and secondary sources and to effectively 
support his ideas with information gathered from outside sources. 
 
SOPHOMORE ENGLISH:  English 10A/10B (two semester courses, online curriculum-Pearson Connexus) 
Prerequisite:  Frosh English (English 9A/9B) 

This is the first of two courses that comprise English 10. In this course, the student will explore the timeless themes of 
world literature, including works from the Americas, Europe, and Africa. In reading these diverse selections, the student 
will gain a thorough understanding of fiction genres, including classics, contemporary fiction, poetry, and drama. The 
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student will also read Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. John Steinbeck’s novella Of Mice and Men may be 
read instead of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. In reading these American literature selections and creating a multimedia 
presentation, the student will understand longer works of literature in their historical and literary context. Writing 
instruction guides the student through the process of composing expository and analytical essays. It also provides 
opportunities for the student to write creatively; the student will compose a short story and poem.  Throughout the course, 
the student expands his vocabulary in context. The mastery of both critical vocabulary and grammar skills helps the 
student become a more thoughtful and effective reader and writer. 

 
This is the second of two courses that comprise English 10. In this course, the student will continue to explore the 

timeless themes of world literature, including works from Europe, the Middle East, Asia, and the Pacific Rim. In reading 
these diverse selections, the student will gain a thorough understanding of fiction genres, including classics, contemporary 
fiction, poetry, and drama. The student will also read Oscar Wilde’s play The Importance of Being Earnest. George 
Bernard Shaw’s play Pygmalion may be read instead of The Importance of Being Earnest. In reading these British plays 
and composing a dramatic scene, the student will understand drama in its historical and literary context. Writing 
instruction guides the student through the process of composing a descriptive portrait, a research paper, and a persuasive 
speech. Throughout the course, the student expands his vocabulary in context. The mastery of both critical vocabulary and 
grammar skills helps the student become a more thoughtful and effective reader and write 

 
JUNIOR ENGLISH:  English 11A/11B (two semester courses, online curriculum-Pearson Connexus) 
Prerequisite:  Soph English (English 10A/10B) 

This is the first of two courses that compose English 11. In this course, the student will focus on literary 
movements from American literature, and trace the chronology of national literature from the early American and colonial 
period through the periods of realism and regionalism. In reading these diverse selections, the student will gain a thorough 
understanding of fiction, including short stories, poetry and drama, as well as nonfiction genres, including the oral 
tradition, seminal historical documents, and speeches. The student will also read Lorraine Hansberry's play A Raisin in the 
Sun. Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee's play The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail may be read instead of A Raisin in the 
Sun. In reading these American plays and composing a dramatic scene, the student will understand drama in its historical 
and literary context.  Writing instruction guides the student through the process of composing a descriptive essay and 
modeling the style of an American author. Throughout the course, the student expands his vocabulary in context. The 
mastery of both critical vocabulary and grammar skills helps the student become a more thoughtful and effective reader 
and writer. 

 
This is the second of two courses that comprise English 11. In this course, the student will focus on the literary 

movements that comprise American literature, and trace the chronology of national literature from the Modernist through 
the Contemporary period. In reading and responding to these diverse literature selections, the student will gain a thorough 
understanding of a myriad of fiction and nonfiction genres, including short stories, essays, poetry, drama, memoirs, and 
autobiographies. The student will also read F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel The Great Gatsby. Ernest Hemingway’s novella 
The Old Man and the Sea may be read instead of The Great Gatsby. In reading these American literature selections, the 
student will understand longer works of literature in their historical and literary context. Writing instruction guides the 
student through the process of composing a literary analysis and a research paper. Throughout the course, the student 
expands his vocabulary in context. The mastery of both critical vocabulary and grammar skills helps the student become a 
more thoughtful and effective reader and writer. 

 
SENIOR ENGLISH:  English 12A/12B (two semester courses, online curriculum-Pearson Connexus) 
Prerequisite:  Jr English (English 11A/11B) 

This is the first of two courses that comprise English 12. In this course, the student will take an in-depth look at early                       
British literature from 449 to 1798 and will examine literary forms including the epic, poetry, drama, and the essay. The                    
student will also read longer selections of literature that are representative of the historical setting, including Shakespeare's                 
Macbeth. The student will read to gain an understanding and appreciation of the historical context from which the                  
literature arose. Vocabulary development and mastery of critical grammar and communication skills prepare the student               
for writing creative narratives, and expository and persuasive essays. 
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This is the second of two courses that comprise English 12. In this course, the student continues to explore a variety of 
literature selections from British literature, including well-known works. The student will learn strategies for reading lyric 
poetry and study the characteristics of reflective essays. The student will analyze poetry, short stories, and essays from the 
Romantic Period, Victorian Age, and Modern Era and will determine how the historical context affected the thematic 
material and writing style from each era.  Writing instruction focuses on literary analysis, including in-depth instruction in 
the process of writing a research paper. This project teaches the student to critically analyze primary and secondary 
sources and to effectively support his ideas with information gathered from outside sources. 
 
IEP ENGLISH 9, 10, 11, 12  
On-campus support with online classes for students with IEP in reading/writing.  Online courses are modified to 
accommodate IEP requirements.  Prerequisite: Placement by counselor/teacher recommendation only based on IEP. 
 

ENGLISH ELECTIVES 
*Juniors/Seniors may take the following for the Jr/Sr Language Arts requirement if they’ve passed the SBAC ELA with a                   
Level 3 or higher.  Any students may include these courses as general electives. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO MYTHOLOGY AND FOLKLORE: (semester course, online curriculum-Pearson Connexus)  

Caught between a rock and a hard place, a Herculean effort, an Achilles heel. These phrases show that our 
language still echoes the stories from mythology and folklore. Since the first people gathered around fires, humans 
have told stories to entertain, instruct, and make sense of the world. Mythology and Folklore, a one-semester 
elective course, provides an overview of ancient mythology and various kinds of folklore. This course takes you on a 
journey with ancient heroes as they slay dragons and outwit gods. You will follow fearless warrior women into battle 
and watch as clever monsters conquer enemies stronger than themselves. You will explore the universality and social 
significance of myths and folklore and see how these ideas are still used to shape society today. 

 
INTRODUCTION TO GOTHIC LITERATURE: (semester course, online curriculum-Pearson Connexus) 

From vampires to ghosts, these frightening stories have influenced fiction writers since the 18th century. This 
one-semester course will focus on the major themes found in Gothic literature and demonstrate how the core 
writing drivers produce, for the reader, a thrilling psychological environment. Terror versus horror, the influence of 
the supernatural, and descriptions of the difference between good and evil are just a few of the themes presented. By 
the time you have completed this course, you will have gained an understanding of and an appreciation for the 
complex nature of dark fiction. 
 
CREATIVE WRITING: (year-long course,, online curriculum-Pearson Connexus) 

For many hundreds of years, literature has been one of the most important human art forms. It allows us to give 
voice to our emotions, create imaginary worlds, express ideas, and escape the confines of material reality. Through 
creative writing, we can come to understand ourselves and our world a little bit better. This one-semester course 
provides you with a solid grounding in the writing process, from finding inspiration to building a basic story to using 
complicated literary techniques and creating strange hybrid forms of poetic prose and prose poetry. By the end of 
this course, you will learn how to discover your creative thoughts and turn those ideas into fully realized pieces of 
creative writing. 

 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
ALGEBRA IA/IB (Required) (Online.  Two semesters) 

Algebra is a one-year course, with emphasis on the structure of arithmetic and designed to teach problem solving with                   
the use of equations. This course develops and applies the mechanics used in mathematical problem solving. The topics                  
covered are: fundamental operations, functions and graphs, integers, rational numbers, equations in one and two               
variables, simultaneous equations, exponents, polynomials, factoring, fractions, square root, and quadratic equations.  
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ALGEBRA IIA/IIB (3rd year math) (Online.  Two semesters) 
Prerequisite: Minimum C average in Geometry and teacher recommendation 

This course covers a review of algebra and geometry, linear functions and relations, solution of linear equations and                  
inequalities, polynomials and rational algebraic expressions, radicals and irrational numbers, quadratic relations and             
systems, exponents and logarithms, and an introduction to probability, data distributions, series applications, and              
trigonometry concepts will be covered.            

 
GEOMETRY IA/IB (Required) (Online.  Two semesters) Prerequisite: Alg I. 

This course will include: point, line, and plane relationships; two and three-dimensional figures; coordinate and 
transformational geometry, beginning trigonometric relationships and properties of congruence and similarity. 
Constructing viable arguments, precision and critiquing the reasoning of others will be a focus of this course. The logical 
structure of geometry will be developed through proof, explorations and activities. 

 
ALGEBRA WITH FINANCE A/B (3rd year math)  (two semester courses, online curriculum-Pearson Connexus). 
Prereqs: Alg I 

In the first semester of this course, the student will focus on data and its many uses in the real world. The student will                        
begin by exploring ways to represent data through several types of graphs, and will then develop strategies for interpreting                   
data, methods for collecting data, and techniques for analyzing and using data. The course concludes with a detailed study                   
of probability and probability models. In the second semester of this course, the student will explore useful personal                  
finance topics, including wages, budgeting, personal taxes, credit cards, banking choices, home and automobile financing,               
insurance, savings, and investments. The latter part of this course is dedicated to appreciating math in diverse fields, such                   
as science, art, architecture, and music. 

 
PRE-CALCULUS A/B (Advanced math elective) (online – Pearson Connexus) Prereq: 2nd year Algebra and 
teacher/counselor recommendation.) 

This one-year course allows the student to obtain a thorough familiarity with functions and their graphs. Emphasis                 
will be placed on rational, logarithmic, trigonometric and circular functions. Practical applications of these functions will                
be studied. This course is intended for the student who intends to take calculus and follow professions using calculus such                    
as engineering, medical science, statistical analysis, architecture, and many other science related professions. 

 
CALCULUS A/B (Advanced Math Elective) (online – Pearson Connexus) Prereq: 2nd year Algebra and 
teacher/counselor recommendation.) 

Calculus A introduces limits, differentiation, and applications of differentiation. The student will find and              
evaluate finite and infinite limits graphically, numerically, and analytically. The student will find derivatives              
using a variety of methods including the chain rule and implicit differentiation. Then the student will use the                  
first derivative test and the second derivative test to analyze and sketch functions. Finally, the student will find                  
derivatives using a variety of methods including substitution. 

Calculus B introduces integration of functions, differential equations, and applications of integration. The             
student will calculate antiderivatives using a variety of methods including substitution. The student will              
evaluate integrals using a variety of methods including numerical integration. Then the student will understand               
and apply Riemann sums, definite integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus. In particular, the               
student will differentiate and integrate logarithmic, exponential, and inverse trigonometric functions. The            
student will solve simple differential equations, which can be solved by separation of variables, and use the                 
calculations to solve applied problems. The student will use integration to determine the area between two                
curves, volume, and surface area. Finally, the student will apply integration to determine work, center of mass,                 
and fluid force. 

The use of a graphing calculator is considered an integral part of the course and the student will use a                    
graphing calculator throughout this course. 
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CONSUMER MATH A/B (Math or General Elective)  (online – Pearson Connexus)  
In this course, the student will learn that money is lost or gained depending upon the information a consumer has to                     

help him make informed decisions. Retailers, banks, and credit card companies may not provide consumers with all the                  
information they need to make good decisions. By the end of this course, the student will understand the history of money,                     
define fixed costs and discretionary spending, understand the importance of savings, and recognize the dangers of debt.                 
This course will ask the student to look hard at his financial choices including spending patterns, purchasing motivations,                  
and how to make some difficult decisions. By the end of this course, the student will differentiate between secured and                    
unsecured debt, learn how to create a budget, examine a credit report, and discover the best way to increase income and                     
decrease expenses. This course will provide the student with the skills to make good financial decisions. 

 
STATISTICS A/B (Advanced Math or Math/General Elective) (online – Pearson Connexus) Statistics provides a                
curriculum focused on understanding key data analysis and probabilistic concepts, calculations, and relevance to              
real-world applications. Through a "Discovery-Confirmation-Practice"-based exploration of each concept, students are           
challenged to work toward a mastery of computational skills, deepen their conceptual understanding of key ideas and                 
solution strategies, 7 and extend their knowledge in a variety of problem-solving applications. This course covers topics                 
such as types of data; common methods used to collect data; and the various representations of data, including histograms,                   
bar graphs, box plots, and scatter-plots. Students learn to work with data by analyzing and employing methods of                  
prediction, specifically involving samples and populations, distributions, summary statistics, regression analysis,           
transformations, simulations, and inference. Ideas involving probability including sample space, empirical and theoretical             
probability, expected value, and independent and compound events are covered as students explore th e relationship                
between probability and data analysis. The connection between geometry and probability is explored through basic               
geometric probability. 
 
IEP Math 9, 10, 11, 12  
On-campus support with online classes for students with IEP in mathematics.  Online courses are modified to 
accommodate IEP requirements.  Options might include pre-Algebra and/or Explorations in Mathematics.  Prerequisite: 
Placement by counselor/teacher recommendation only based on IEP. 
 

SCIENCE 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE A/B: Freshman Requirement  
(two, semester courses, online curriculum w/ blended or traditional online format. Pearson Connexus) 

Why does a balloon rise or fall? Why is the sky blue? The answers to these and other questions about our                     
physical world are found in Physical Science A, the first in a series of two courses designed to introduce you to the                      
study of the nature of things. The course introduces you to the scientific method and inquiry processes. You will                   
practice lab and field safety along with methods for conducting scientific experiments and communicating results of                
experimentation. You will explore the atomic nature of matter, the elements, and the Periodic Table (safely, of                 
course). You will examine the properties of matter and explore the composition and behavior of acids and bases. The                   
course concludes with a description of energy and the properties of matter. This course is aligned to the Common                   
Core literacy standards. 
 

Why will the sun expand in 5 billion years? What will that mean for life on earth? Physical Science B, the                     
second course in a two-semester series, continues with a study of energy in motion. You will describe and calculate                   
force, velocity, acceleration, work, and power and explore Newton’s laws of motion. The course continues with a                 
study of the generation of electricity and magnetism. You will study the forms and properties of waves and the                   
electromagnetic spectrum. In addition, you will study the solar system and the structure of the universe with an                  
examination of the life cycle of a star. 
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BIOLOGY A/B, Sophomore Requirement  
(two, semester courses, online curriculum w/ blended or traditional online format. Pearson Connexus) 

Biology A, the first course of a two-semester series, introduces students to the nature of science, the scientific 
method, and inquiry processes. The course explains proper lab techniques and safety procedures and methods for 
conducting scientific experiments and communicating their results. The course also provides students with an 
overview of what constitutes a living organism, followed by an in-depth study of the components that make up a 
healthy cell.  Students will examine the structures and processes that occur in different types of cells. Other topics in 
this course include biochemistry, cellular activities, Mendelian and modern genetics, human heredity, evolution, and 
genetic engineering. Prerequisites for this course are Physical Science and Algebra I. 
 

Biology B, the second course of a two-semester series, provides students with an overview of classifying 
organisms and examining human body systems. The course introduces students to the dynamics within ecosystems 
and how the classification of organisms was developed. Students will analyze organisms in the six kingdoms by 
examining their anatomical and physiological characteristics. Students will also learn about the major systems of the 
human body and how bacteria and viruses cause disease. Prerequisites: Successful completion of Physical Science 
and Algebra I. 

 
EARTH & SPACE SCIENCE A:  3rd Year Science Requirement (semester course, online curriculum w/traditional 
online format. Pearson Connexus) 

Why did early explorers risk their lives to reach the North Pole? Why does Earth look so beautiful when seen from 
space? What is really down at the bottom of the ocean? Discovering new things about Earth has been the dream of 
scientists and explorers for centuries. Today, it is your turn to continue that journey of discovery.  Earth & Space Science 
is a laboratory course focusing on the study of space and the geologic and atmospheric forces that shape the world. 
Through experimentation and investigation, the student will explore Earth cycles including the geosphere, hydrosphere, 
cryosphere, atmosphere, and the carbon cycle. The student will learn about scientific inquiry, geologic time, space 
exploration, the solar system, and the universe. The student will use web 2.0 tools, interactive experiences, higher-order 
thinking, collaborative projects, and real-world application through labs and a variety of assessments. Upon completion of 
the course, the student will have a clear understanding of the dynamic forces at work in the surrounding world, becoming 
better caretakers of planet Earth. 

 
 

EARTH & SPACE SCIENCE B:  3rd Year Science Requirement (semester course, online curriculum w/traditional 
online format. Pearson Connexus) 

Continuation of Earth & Space Science A.  Course Objectives:  Summarize the theory of plate tectonics and related 
phenomena; Describe the composition of Earth's surface and interior; Explain the rock and carbon cycles; explain the 
causes and impact of erosion; Describe and differentiate energy sources; Explain geologic time and differentiate relative 
and absolute dating techniques; Describe components of the solar system and the universe and theories related to the 
origin of the universe; Explain Earth/moon/sun relationships that relate to time, tides, and seasons; Discuss pros and cons 
of space exploration. 

 
SCIENCE ELECTIVES 

EARTH SCIENCE A/B:  (two, semester courses, online curriculum w/traditional online format. Pearson Connexus) 
Earth Science A, the first course of a two-semester series, introduces you to the fundamentals of Earth science. 

You will study how science works, the scientific method, and the nature of science. Your main focus will be on 
Earth’s structure: mapping, mineral composition, rocks and the rock cycle, plate tectonics, and the plate tectonic 
theory. Plate tectonics explain the huge mountain range that circles the globe and many of the features and processes 
on Earth. This course is aligned with the Common Core literacy standards. 
 

Earth Science B, the second course of a two-semester series, introduces you to the major principles and skills 
involved in studying the sciences of meteorology and astronomy. In this course you will study the atmosphere’s 
structure and composition, water in the atmosphere, thunderstorms, tornadoes and hurricanes, plus climate change. In 
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addition, you will study the Earth’s night sky, tools for studying the universe, stars and galaxies, and the properties 
and motion of the solar system. This course is aligned to Common Core literacy standards 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE A/B  
(two, semester courses, online curriculum w/traditional online format. Pearson Connexus) 

Environmental Science A, the first course of a two-semester series, is an introductory class that explores the 
nature of science, the natural world, and the ways in which you interact with it. You will examine environmental 
issues and learn to make informed decisions using scientific problem solving. Some specific topics include 
ecological interactions, matter and energy flow in ecosystems, and biogeochemical cycles. You will explore how 
humans have changed the earth and vice versa by studying biodiversity, evolution, succession, and the characteristics 
and growth of populations. Finally, you will learn about safe and efficient ways to use the earth as a resource through 
the study of soil and land resources, agriculture, waste management, and characteristics of terrestrial biomes. 
Required course materials: paper towels or newspaper, magnifying glass (if available), and small digging utensil. 
Pre-requisites: Biology A&B 
 

Environmental Science B, the second course of a two-semester series, continues the study of the natural world. 
You will explore aquatic biomes and learn about the management of water resources. You will learn how we use 
mineral resources and what effects mining has on the environment. You will also learn about atmospheric cycles and 
climate change. You will explore renewable and nonrenewable energy resources and learn about sustainability, 
which refers to the things you can do to help the environment. Pre-requisite: Environmental Science A 
 
MARINE BIOLOGY A/B - (two, semester courses, online curriculum w/traditional online format. Pearson Connexus) 

Have you ever wondered about the secrets of the deep, and how the creatures below the ocean’s surface live and 
thrive? It is truly a new frontier of discovery, and in Marine Science, you will begin to understand a great deal more about 
the aquatic cycles, structures, and processes that generate and sustain life in the sea. Through the use of scientific inquiry, 
research, measurement, and problem solving, you will conduct various scientific procedures that will lead to an increased 
level of knowledge about Marine Science. You will also have the opportunity to use technology and laboratory 
instruments in an academic setting. By recognizing the inherent ethics and safety procedures necessary in advanced 
experiments, you will become progressively more confident in your abilities as a capable marine scientist. 
 
ASTRONOMY - (Semester Course, online curriculum w/traditional online format. Pearson 

Why do stars twinkle? Is it possible to fall into a black hole? Will the sun ever stop shining? Since the first glimpse of 
the night sky, humans have been fascinated with the stars, planets, and universe that surrounds us. This course will 
introduce students to the study of astronomy, including its history and development, basic scientific laws of motion and 
gravity, the concepts of modern astronomy, and the methods used by astronomers to learn more about the universe. 
Additional topics include the solar system, the Milky Way and other galaxies, and the sun and stars. Using online tools, 
students will examine the life cycle of stars, the properties of planets, and the exploration of space. 
 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
WORLD HISTORY B/WORLD GEOGRAPHY (Online only.  Two semesters. Pearson Connexus).  
Required freshman/sophomore history credits) 

What has happened in our past—even somewhere on the other side of the world—has had an effect on your everyday 
life. Subsequently, the global events of today will affect generations to come. An ideal example of a global event that has 
had lasting effect on the world is World War I. As a result of this global conflict, advances were made in medicine, 
aviation, and transportation. World History B, the second course in a two-semester series, takes you on a journey through 
World War I and World War II. The course explains how these conflicts advanced technology and shaped the world 
economically. The course moves on to explore the Cold War and its connection to the post-imperial world, as well as the 
contemporary period. Throughout the course, you will learn about stints of industrialization and urbanization that have 
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occurred all over the world and how they affected the growth and economy of various countries. Your study of history 
will allow you to predict the effects various events will have on future generations 

 
World Geography develops students’ comprehension of the geographical concepts and skills needed to acquire 

information and systematically apply decision-making processes to real-life situations. Students will acquire an 
understanding of multiculturalism and the relationships between people and their environment. Geography explores the 
world's cultural regions by examining location, physical characteristics, demographics, historical changes, economic 
activity, and land use. 

 
UNITED STATES HISTORY A (Online, 1 semester class, a required junior history credit. Pearson Connexus) 

Unity, conflict, and growth are three concepts that have played a significant role in the history of the United 
States. During the age of the American Revolution, it was clear that only unity could strengthen the colonies in their 
fight against England. Later, during the conflict of the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln and other leaders understood that 
the same unity must be preserved for the U.S. to survive as a nation. American History A, the first in a 
two-semester series, allows you to travel through time to these eras in history. After studying these two periods, you 
will move on to the Reconstruction of the South after the Civil War and trace the development of the United States 
as the country grew in size, wealth, and power. 
 
UNITED STATES HISTORY B (Online, 1 semester class, a required junior history credit. Pearson Connexus) 

An individual’s history is much like the history of a country. Some experiences stick out in your memory more 
than others, and a handful of events in your life have an impact on your entire future. Each country has a life story as 
well—it’s just a lot longer than each of ours. In American History B, the second course of a two-semester series, 
you will learn about the most impactful events in the history of the United States from World War I to the present. 
These events include World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the Civil Rights Movement, the Vietnam 
War, and changes in the new millennium. 

 
CURRENT WORLD PROBLEMS (CURRENT EVENTS) (Online, 1 semester class, a required senior history credit. 
Pearson Connexus) 

Can you discuss the important issues of our day in a meaningful way? Current Events is an introductory, 
one-semester, elective course designed to increase your understanding of current issues in politics, society, and 
economics. This course emphasizes research, and the topics are broad in nature to allow for fluctuations in media 
coverage. You will engage in discussions of issues with your peers, including long-standing, complex issues 
currently under debate in our country, such as capital punishment, genetic engineering, censorship, prayer in schools, 
gun control, affirmative action, immigration, and global warming. You will express your viewpoints on these 
subjects, using research to support your statements. Upon completing this course, you will better understand some of 
the political, social, and economic issues that dominate the news. You will learn to distinguish between objective and 
subjective thought in your thinking and your sources’ reasoning and make educated decisions about whether sources 
present biased or unbiased coverage. For each content unit, you will write an essay that demonstrates your research 
efforts, integrating current viewpoints with the background conversation about issues. Basic writing skills such as 
paragraph development and good mechanics are a prerequisite.  

 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT  B (Civics) (Online, 1 Semester, a required senior history credit. Pearson Connexus)  
This is the second of two courses that comprise American Government. Magruder’s American Government provides the 
basis for instruction. In this course, the student will examine the basic rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens and the 
foundations of American government. In addition, the student will explore constitutional freedoms, citizen requirements, 
and aspects of American law. Other topics covered include political parties, interest groups, ways to affect the 
government, and the influence of the media. Finally, the student will learn about local and state government structures, 
and compare political systems and economies from around the world. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES 

AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY (Traditional online, 1 Semester, Pearson Connexus) 
How have African Americans shaped the culture of the United States throughout history? Tracing the 

accomplishments and obstacles of African Americans from the slave trade through emancipation, and to the modern 
African diaspora, you will learn about the political, economic, social, religious, and cultural factors that have influenced 
African American life. In African American History, you’ll come face to face with individuals who changed the course of 
history and learn more about slavery, racism, and the Civil Rights Movement. You will also explore how the history of 
African Americans influences current events today.  10 units 
 
ECONOMICS (Traditional online, 1 Semester, Pearson Connexus) 

This course addresses concepts of economics, including a review of the American free enterprise system. Students 
learn about markets, business and labor, and banking and finance in the microeconomics sections, and then learn about 
measuring economic performance, the government’s role in the economy, and international trade and development in the 
macroeconomics section. 

 
GEOGRAPHY & SOCIETY (Traditional online, 1 Semester, Pearson Connexus) 

In Geography and Society, students will study the physical processes of the Earth, human systems such as 
culture, government, and economics, and develop skills to investigate regional conflicts around the world. 
Students will also begin to develop practical skills utilizing geographic concepts such as map reading and 
creation, as well as weather forecasting. 
 
HISTORY OF THE HOLOCAUST (Traditional online, 1 Semester, Pearson Connexus) 

Holocaust education requires a comprehensive study of not only times, dates, and places, but also the motivation and 
ideology that allowed these events. In this course, students will study the history of anti-Semitism; the rise of the Nazi 
party; and the Holocaust, from its beginnings through liberation and the aftermath of the tragedy. The study of the 
Holocaust is a multi-disciplinary one, integrating world history, geography, American history, and civics. Through this 
in-depth, semester-long study of the Holocaust, high school students will gain an understanding of the ramifications of 
prejudice and indifference and the potential for government-supported terror, and they will get glimpses of kindness and 
humanity in the worst of times. 
 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY (Traditional online, 1 Semester, Pearson Connexus) 

How do language, religion, and landscape affect the physical environment? How do geography, weather, and location 
affect customs and lifestyle? Students will explore the diverse ways in which people affect the world around them and 
how they are affected by their surroundings. Students will discover how ideas spread and cultures form, and learn how 
beliefs and architecture are part of a larger culture complex. In addition to introducing students to the field of human 
geography, this course will teach students how to analyze humans and their environments. 

 
INTRODUCTION TO ANTHROPOLOGY (Traditional online, 1 Semester, Pearson Connexus) 

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live during a different time in history? What would it have been like 
to live as a caveman? How about during the Ice Age or severe droughts and famines? Thanks to archaeologists, forensic 
scientists, and other experts in anthropology, we know a lot about what our ancestors’ lives would have been like—even 
before written history. Introduction to Anthropology, a beginner-level, one-semester course, focuses on humanity’s past, 
present, and future by exploring the evolution, similarities, and diversity of humankind through time. The course considers 
how humans evolved from a biologically and culturally weak species to a more powerful one that has the ability to cause 
catastrophic change. Ultimately, you will be asked to consider the problems humans face in biological, social, and cultural 
life. Exciting online videos lead you through journeys to different areas of the world throughout the course, giving you 
insight into other cultures and your own place in the world. 
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PERSONAL FINANCE (Traditional online, 1 Semester, Pearson Connexus) 
Through real-world applications and clear, engaging lessons, Personal Finance prepares students for making sound 

financial decisions. Exercises illustrate the influence of economics in daily life and show how financial decisions made 
today affect the future. The course covers topics such as financial and career planning; banking, savings, and investment 
programs; and stocks, bonds, and mutual funds. 
 
PSYCHOLOGY A (Traditional Online, 1 Semester, Pearson Connexus) 

The exploration of psychology begins with a historical review of how man has sought to explain human behavior 
from ancient times to today. Students learn about the research methods and how the scientific method of inquiry moved 
psychology from hypnosis and mesmerism to serious inquiry utilizing hard science to prove theories. 

 
PSYCHOLOGY B (Traditional Online, 1 Semester, Pearson Connexus) 

In Psychology B, students investigate the brain personality theories in order to understand the complex mental 
processes of learning, memory, thought, and language. Mental health issues, ranging from stress to disorders, are 
discussed, and the last unit reviews various methods of therapy. 

 
WOMEN’S STUDIES (INTRODUCTION), A PERSONAL JOURNEY THROUGH FILM  (Traditional Online, 1 
Semester, Pearson Connexus) 
     This course, although looking specifically at the experiences of women, is not for girls only. If you are a student 
interested in exploring the world through film and open minded enough to be interested in social change, this course is for 
you.  Units include, but are not limited to the following:   Using Film as a Vehicle for Critical Thinking, Defining and 
Exploring the Concept of Feminism, What is Women’s Studies, Challenging Stereotypes with Mentors and Role Models, 
and Those Who Inspire and Empower Social Change. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH.  

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION I (Online only...not for on-campus students in BPL.  Pearson Connexus) 

Physical Education I introduces topics to help you understand the importance and meaning of true physical fitness.  
You will learn how to apply different approaches to help you achieve a healthy weight and keep your bones and muscles 
strong.  At the beginning of the course, your lessons will focus on providing you with the tools and knowledge you need 
to design, maintain, and build a fitness routine.   To support your fitness routine and safety, you will learn about the proper 
exercise techniques for aerobic conditioning, strength training, and flexibility.  Toward the end of the course, you will 
receive an overview of several different types of fitness careers, learn how to locate fitness resources in your community, 
and discover the social, mental, and physical benefits of exercise.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION II  (Online only...not for on-campus students in BPL.  Pearson Connexus) 
Physical Education II aims to provide you with the tools and knowledge you need to design, maintain, and build a 

balanced fitness routine. The course discusses the proper form for different types of exercise, including aerobic 
conditioning, strength training, and flexibility, along with general safety guidelines for working out. These topics will help 
you understand the importance and meaning of true physical fitness and apply different methods for achieving healthy 
weight, bones, and muscles. Fitness tests and logs allow you to determine your baseline fitness level and track your 
progress as you improve in all areas of physical fitness. Prerequisite: Physical Education I 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION III (Online only...not for on-campus students in BPL.  Pearson Connexus) 
Physical Education III expands upon the concepts of PE I and II. 

PERSONAL FITNESS-Elective Only (Online only...not for on-campus students in BPL.  Pearson Connexus) 
The lessons in Personal Fitness help students gain an understanding of the proper ways to exercise and diet, as well as 

learn how to assess their own fitness level. The course also teaches strategies to attain the highest possible fitness level. 
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HEALTH, FITNESS & NUTRITION A (Elective) (One semester course, traditional online, Pearson Connexus) 
The benefits of nutrition and exercise are among the many health-related topics covered in this course. Students gain 

awareness of their own fitness level and nutritional needs through the study of the body’s musculature and respiratory 
system. 
 
HEALTH, FITNESS & NUTRITION B (Elective) (One semester course, traditional online, Pearson Connexus) 

In this course, students learn first aid, personal wellness, and the dangers of alcohol and drug use. Students learn how 
to adopt long-term, healthy habits and lifestyle changes to improve and inspire an overall state of well-being. Students 
also explore how fitness can influence self-image and how to develop social strategies to understand peer pressure. 
Includes a unit on reproductive health. 

 
HIGH SCHOOL HEALTH (One semester course, traditional online, Pearson Connexus) 

This course provides the student with the opportunities to consider many influences on social, emotional, and physical 
health and well-being. The course covers information on healthy decisions, communication, goal setting and decision 
making, family dynamics, food and nutrition, substance abuse prevention, and prevention of STIs and HIV/AIDS. The 
student will also learn how to be a savvy consumer by being aware of consumer rights, techniques in advertising, and how 
to use checking and credit accounts responsibly. 
 
 

CAREER & TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVES  
(Traditional online, Pearson/Connexus, semester courses. 

 

2-D ANIMATION 
Are you inherently creative? Do you have an eye for drawing, technology, and timing? If so, 2D Animation is the course 
for you! 2D animation creates movement in a two-dimensional artistic space. And in this course, you will learn the 
necessary skills to do just that. 2D Animation will give you the tools to conceptualize and bring your animation dreams to 
life! Using a variety of software and design programs, you’ll have the power to transform your creative notions into 
reality! Design, define, and complete a variety of digital design projects including creating your own website! Learning 
about 2D Animation could lead to a thriving career in the growing world of technology and animation! 
 
3-D MODELING 
Are you interested in a career in technology? Are you curious about working in fields like virtual reality, video game 
design, marketing, television and motion pictures, or digital imaging? If so, this course in 3D Modeling is a great place to 
start as it is the foundation for all these career paths. Gain a deeper understanding of graphic design and illustration as you 
use 3D animation software to create virtual three-dimensional design projects. Hone in on your drawing, photography, and 
3D construction techniques and develop the skills needed to navigate within a 3D digital modeling workspace. This course 
is an excellent introduction to careers in the fast-growing field of technology and design. 
 
ACCOUNTING I (Pre-requisites): (Students should successfully complete Advanced Algebra with Financial Applications A/B 
or Algebra II prior to enrolling in this course.) 

This course introduces you to accounting concepts and principles, financial statements, internal control design, and 
accounting for partnerships. By the end of the course, you will be able to 
Define terms related to business accounting  
Apply accounting concepts and principles  
Prepare financial statements  
Analyze financial statements for decision making  
Evaluate internal controls  
Account for partnership transactions  
Differentiate international financial reporting standards from generally accepted accounting principles  
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ACCOUNTING II (Pre-requisites): (Students should successfully complete Accounting I, Advanced Algebra with Financial 
Applications A/B or Algebra II prior to enrolling in this course.) 

The student will build upon knowledge gained in Accounting I and continue to explore topics such as corporate 
accounting and financial statements, long-term liabilities, cash flow, financial statement analysis, managerial accounting, 
budgeting, and using financial data to make business decisions. 

 
ANATOMY & PHYSIOLOGY:  

Students learn about the anatomical structures and physiology of the human body. Body systems are discussed in terms 
of how each participates in homeostasis of the body. Students learn about selected major pathologies, including causes, 
symptoms, diagnostic procedures, and treatments, as well as common changes that occur throughout life. 
 
BUSINESS COMMUNICATION:  

Students explore business communication, including letters, memos, electronic communication, written reports, oral 
presentations, and interpersonal communication. Resumes, application letters, interviewing tips, and employment 
follow-up are also covered. 

 
BUSINESS INFORMATION SYSTEMS:  

In this course, the student is introduced to various information and communications technologies.  The 
student will examine and explain how information systems are used to solve problems and make better business 
decisions. 

 
BUSINESS LAW:  

Students explore principal areas of business law and topics such as torts, crimes, intellectual property, contracts, 
negotiable instruments, agency, employment, and forms of business organization. They learn rules of law and legal 
terminology, as well as legal solutions for business-related issues. 

 
BUSINESS MATH:  

The student will explore topics such as business statistics, profit calculations, payroll, banking, interest calculations, 
insurance, taxes, and other business topics. 

 
CONCEPTS of ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY :  

Each day, we are surrounded by technology and engineering projects. From our phones to the bridges we drive over, 
engineering and technology influence many parts of our lives. In Concepts of Engineering and Technology, you will learn 
more about engineering and technology careers and what skills and knowledge you'll need to succeed in these fields. 
You'll explore innovative and cutting-edge projects that are changing the world we live in and examine the design and 
prototype development process. Concepts of Engineering and Technology will also help you understand the emerging 
issues in this exciting career field. 

 
EMERGENT COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY :  

In this course, the student will learn the basics of building his own Web site. First, the student will become 
familiar with the basic concepts of Web design, including the use of Hypertext Markup Language, or HTML. 
The student will plan his Web site and then learn the basic language that will turn his documents into Web 
pages. The student will also learn how to link pages, or move from one page to another. Then the student will be 
introduced to more complex design techniques. He will learn how to make his site more attractive and 
interesting by the use of graphics, such as photos or diagrams. 

 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 1A:  STARTING YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
What does it really take to own your own business? Does the sound of being your own boss make you feel excited or 
anxious? Either way, Entrepreneurship: Starting Your Business will get you started in the right direction. This course 
explains the ins and outs of such an enterprise, giving you the confidence needed to be your very own boss. You will 
discover what is needed to operate a personal business from creating a plan, generating financing, and pricing products to 

14 
 



marketing services and managing employees. If you’ve ever dreamed of being a true entrepreneur but feel daunted by the 
prospect, this is your chance to learn all you need to know. 
 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 1B:  STARTING YOUR OWN BUSINESS 
Building upon the prior prerequisite course, you will continue on your path towards becoming a successful entrepreneur. 
You will develop a foundation in business law and regulations while learning about marketing and advertising, generating 
financing, pricing products, and managing employees. Fulfill your dream of being an entrepreneur while building skills 
essential to business management. 
 
GAME DESIGN IA: INTRODUCTION 
Are you a gamer? Do you enjoy playing video games or coding? Does the idea of creating and designing your own virtual 
world excite you? If so, this is the course for you! Tap into your creative and technical skills as you learn about the many 
aspects involved with designing video games. You will learn about video game software and hardware, various gaming 
platforms, necessary technical skills, troubleshooting and internet safety techniques, and even the history of gaming. And 
to top it all off, you’ll even have the opportunity to create your very own plan for a 2D video game! Turn your hobby into 
a potential career and go from simply being a player in a virtual world to actually creating one! 
 
GAME DESIGN IB: BUILDING A GAME 
We live in a technologically-advanced world where virtual reality and video games play a major role. Have you ever 
thought about designing your own video game? By signing up for Game Design 1b: Building a Game, you will learn the 
skills needed to conceptualize, design, and fully create your very own video game. Explore various video game software 
and hardware, sharpen your coding skills, learn about game storylines, player progression, and algorithmic decision 
making. Learn to analyze player goals, actions, rewards, and challenges, among many other game play components. 
Utilize the 21st century skills of creativity, critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and technical expertise. When 
you sign up for Game Design 1b: Building a Game, you are putting yourself at the forefront of a future in technology! 
 
HEALTH, SAFETY & NUTRITION (focus on children, birth to age 8) 

Students learn about the physical and psychological needs of children, from birth to age eight, and how to meet these 
needs in group settings. Topics include wellness of young children, standards, guidelines and national initiatives, 
children’s nutritional needs, safe and healthy environments, emergency response, child abuse and neglect, educational 
experiences, and partnering with families.  

 
INTRODUCTION TO ARCHEOLOGY (Traditional online, 1 Semester, Pearson Connexus) 

George Santayana once said, “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” The field of 
archeology helps us to better understand the events and societies of the past that have helped to shape our modern world. 
This course focuses on the techniques, methods, and theories that guide the study of the past. Students will learn how 
archaeological research is conducted and interpreted, as well as how artefacts are located and preserved. Finally, students 
will learn about the relationship of material items to culture and what we can learn about past societies from these items. 

 
INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS 
In this course, the student will explore business in global society, learning terminology, concepts, systems, strategies, and 
current issues. Topics include the business environment, ethics, entrepreneurship and global business, management, 
marketing, production, information systems, and financial elements. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNICATION 

The student will examine the communication process, including elements of listening and verbal and 
nonverbal communication. The course also explores how these communication elements operate between self, individuals, 
and groups. Communication concepts and skills are explored through a variety of methods and activities.  
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INTRODUCTION TO FINANCE (Pre-Requisite: successful completion of Advanced Alg w/ Fin Apps A/B or 
Algebra II) 

In this course, the student will gain an understanding of financial management, including key language and 
terminology, time-value of money, financial markets and securities, financial statements, financial analysis, risk and 
return, valuation of stocks and bonds, capital budgeting and valuation, cost of capital and capital structure, working capital 
management, dividend policy, and international finance. The student will apply financial tools and understand how they 
impact financial decision making.  
 
Introduction to Graphic Design A 

Can people communicate without using words? Do different colors invoke different emotions? Can artists use various 
textures to communicate a range of ideas? Absolutely! Designed to develop an understanding and appreciation for design, 
the Introduction to Graphic Design A course teaches the student to interpret visual representations and to communicate his 
or her own ideas and information graphically. By raising the student's awareness of design, this intermediate-level course 
establishes a strong foundation in the basic principles of graphic design. This course introduces the student to scenarios 
that can be solved by applying creative techniques that yield innovative and effective design solutions. Though the course 
is structured around computer-assisted graphic design, the student will examine other types of design as well. The student 
will also learn to use Inkscape, an image-editing program to create several design compositions. 
 
Introduction to Graphic Design B (Pre-Requisite: successful completion of Graphic Design A) 

Understanding the history of any area of study is important to learning about and appreciating society today. In 
Introduction to Graphic Design B, the second course in a two-semester series, the student will be introduced to the history 
of design and how various design movements have contributed to the field of design. The student will get answers to 
questions such as “What role does design play in society?” and “How does the field of design relate to other facets of 
society?” Understanding where the field of design comes from will help the student to appreciate the aesthetics and 
purposes for design today. In addition, this course expands on foundational knowledge in the basic principles of graphic 
design. The student will learn to communicate visually through effective layout and interface design. The student will also 
be introduced to appropriate techniques for the evaluation of art and design. Though the course is structured around 
computer-assisted graphic design, the student will examine other types of design as well. The student will also learn to use 
Inkscape, an image-editing program to create several design compositions. 
 
Introduction to Sociology 
In this course, you will explore sociological processes that underlie everyday life. You will learn about globalization, 
cultural diversity, critical thinking, new technology, and the growing influence of mass media. 

Introductory Astronomy 
In this course the student will explore a broad range of astronomy topics, including the planetary system, stars, 

galaxies, and the universe. The student will also apply the scientific method and examine the evolution of scientific ideas. 
 
Java Programming I 

The student explores programming fundamentals, variables and assignments, conditional expressions, selection 
statements, loops, arrays, methods, string manipulation, program troubleshooting, and the basics of class design, object 
creation, and object interaction. The student will use Oracle’s Java programming language throughout this course. 
 
Java Programming II (Pre-requisite:  Successful completion of Java Programming I) 

The student will learn essential object-oriented programming concepts, exception handling, recursion, generics, and 
important data structures in the Java Collections Framework. Advanced topics include algorithm analysis using 
Big O notation, a comparison of major sorting algorithms, and creation and traversal of a binary search tree. Lessons are 
accompanied by frequent programming exercises.  
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Public Speaking 
This course provides the student with a basic understanding of public speaking and how to prepare and present a 

variety of speeches. The student learns strategies to effectively communicate, to adapt to different audiences, and to 
practice organizational methods to create engaging speech content.  

● Demonstrate knowledge of public speaking and speech delivery principles  
● Analyze components and delivery of speeches  
● Perform audience analysis tasks  
● Prepare speech topics and outlines  
● Select supporting materials and presentation aids in speech preparation  
● Prepare each of the components of a speech  
● Prepare a variety of different speech types 

 
Sports & Entertainment Marketing 

In this course, students have the opportunity to explore basic marketing principles and delve deeper into the 
multi-billion dollar sports and entertainment marketing industry. They will learn about how professional athletes, sports 
teams, and well-known entertainers are marketed as commodities and how some of them become billionaires as a result. 
This course introduces fundamentals on how things work behind the scenes of a major sporting event, such as the Super 
Bowl®, or how to play a role in such an event. 
 

Sports Management 
In this introduction to the fast-growing field, students explore topics such as sports marketing, branding, ticket sales, 

media relations, and ethics. They also learn tips for breaking into the industry. The activities and assignments require 
students to respond to real-world sports management scenarios. 

 
Web Design I A 
 The student is introduced to website design and development by learning the basic website design principles. Topics 
include networking, audience analysis, internet security, project management, and website navigation. Students will apply 
the principles to design and evaluate their own websites and the sites of others. Students will learn development languages 
such HTML and CSS. Students will complete practice activities, homework assignments and projects. 
 
Web Design I B 
Students learn basic website design principles and development languages such as HTML and CSS. Topics include 
networking, audience, analysis, Internet security, project management, and website navigation. Students utilize the 
programs GIMP for image editing and Nvu for web development.  

 
WORLD LANGUAGES ELECTIVES 

CHINESE I A/B: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  
This is a beginning level course that will introduce the student to a variety of areas of Mandarin Chinese. In this 

course, the student will learn listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through a variety of activities. Throughout 
the four units, or themes, of material (introduction to Chinese, greetings, calendar, weather, and time), the student will 
learn to express himself using an ever-increasing vocabulary. Grammar is introduced and practiced in innovative and 
interesting ways with a variety of learning styles in mind. Culture is presented throughout the course to help the learner 
focus on the Chinese-speaking world, people, geographical locations, and histories. 
 
CHINESE II A/B: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Chinese II enables the students to further develop the communicative skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing 
of Mandarin Chinese at a more advanced level. Students are immersed in Chinese culture as virtual exchange students in 
China. Virtual excursions from one Chinese city to another expand their vocabulary helping them learn to interact with 
others and use appropriate terms to communicate in various everyday situations. Pre-requisite: Chinese I A/B 
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FRENCH I: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  
Students join various native French speakers as they offer a lively introduction to their language and rich culture. New 

words and phrases are introduced with pictures, audio clips and examples. After one semester, students engage in 
conversational French introducing themselves and exchanging basic information with others. Students also explore 
cultures of Canada and other French-speaking countries. Bon voyage! 
 
FRENCH II: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Students join various native French speakers as they continue on their second-year journey through rich language and 
culture. They navigate French communicative skills with heavy emphasis on listening and comprehension, in addition to 
speaking, reading/writing. Pre-requisite: French I. 
 
GERMAN I: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Students use discussions and other activities to learn how to speak, read, write, and understand basic German. Simple 
grammar, punctuation, and spelling are reinforced with interactive lessons, games, and activities. Students also study 
German culture and history, as well as the influence of the German language. 

 
GERMAN II: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

In this course, students are introduced to increasingly complex vocabulary and grammar. There is more emphasis on 
improving spoken communication and listening comprehension. Pre-requisite: German I. 

 
JAPANESE I: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Students use discussions and other activities to learn how to speak, read, write, and understand basic Japanese. Simple 
grammar, punctuation, and spelling are reinforced with interactive lessons, games, and activities. Students also study 
Japanese culture and history, as well as the influence of the Japanese language. 

 
JAPANESE II: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

In this course, students are introduced to increasingly complex vocabulary and grammar. There is more emphasis on 
improving spoken communication and listening comprehension. Pre-requisite: Japanese I. 
 
SPANISH I A/B: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Students cover basic vocabulary, grammar, spelling, and punctuation to build a solid foundation for further study. 
Assignments include engaging in simple conversation, writing paragraphs, and listening to Spanish dialogue. Students 
also study the history and culture of Spanish-speaking peoples. 
 
SPANISH II A/B: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  
As they engage in more advanced conversations, write paragraphs and stories, and translate to and from Spanish, students 
improve their vocabulary and grammar. Intense listening comprehension exercises aid in understanding more complex 
thoughts and subjects.  Pre-requisite: Spanish I 
 
SPANISH III A/B: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Spanish III A is a continuation of the first two years of Spanish instruction. The student will continue to sharpen his 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through a variety of activities. This course is organized into five topics: 
feelings, transportation, work, countries, and the future. The student will learn to express himself using an ever-increasing 
vocabulary, present-tense verbs, past-tense verbs, articles, and adjectives. Elements of the Spanish-speaking world and 
culture appear throughout the course, including people, geographical locations, and histories. Pre-requisite: Spanish II 
 
SPANISH IV A/B: (Online only, two semester courses, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

This fourth year of Spanish covers advanced grammar including present-tense verbs, past-tense verbs, future tense, 
conditional tense, subjunctive mood, articles, and adjectives. In the first semester, students focus on the Spanish-speaking 
world, including culture, people, geographical locations, and histories. Pre-requisite: Spanish III 
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FINE ARTS ELECTIVES (Pearson Connexus Traditional Online) 

ART HISTORY A/B: (Online, two semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  
In Art History A, students explore the basic elements and principles of art and its role in human history and the 
development of early cultures. Students look at how art impacted cultures from Paleolithic times to ancient Egypt, and 
explore the factors that affect the analysis and interpretation of art.  In Art History B, students embark on a journey of 
discovery examining the artistic endeavors of early Western civilizations. Students use art theory to analyze works from 
ancient Greece and the Roman Empire. Students gain an enhanced understanding of ancient history, as well as how art is 
both a reflection and engine of history. 
 
ART IN WORLD CULTURES: (Online, semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Who is the greatest artist of all time? Is it Leonardo daVinci? Claude Monet? Michelangelo? Pablo Picasso? Is the 
greatest artist of all time someone whose name has been lost to history? The student will learn about some of the greatest 
artists while also creating art, including digital art. The student will explore the basic principles and elements of art, learn 
how to critique art, and examine some of the traditional art of the Americas, Africa, and Oceania in addition to the 
development of Western art. 

 
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY I A: (Online, one-semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Have you ever wondered how photographers take such great pictures? Have you tried to take photographs and 
wondered why they didn’t seem to capture that moment that you saw with your eyes? The Digital Photography I course 
focuses on the basics of photography, including building an understanding of aperture, shutter speed, lighting, and 
composition. Students will be introduced to the history of photography and basic camera functions. Students will use the 
basic techniques of composition and camera functions to build a portfolio of images, capturing people, landscapes, 
close-ups, and action photographs. 

 
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY I B: (Online, one-semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Pre-requisite:  Digital Photography I B.  Continuation/Second-half of Digital Photography I A. 
 
FUNDAMENTALS OF ART: (Online only, semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs) 

Fundamentals of Art, an entry-level one-semester course, introduces you to the theory and practice of art. You will 
begin your study with intensive application of the terms of art to give you the vocabulary you need to critically and 
insightfully discuss—and eventually write about—art. This course discusses and demonstrates the elements (line, color, 
shape/form, space, value, and texture) and principles (balance, harmony, unity, emphasis, repetition, rhythm, contrast, and 
composition) of art through the incorporation of famous works of art, as well as with the use of interactive graphics and 
activities. You will study classic representations of art that demonstrate particular elements and principles, such as 
paintings by Pissarro, da Vinci, Cimabue, Manet, Van Gogh, Gauguin, Renoir, and Monet. This course focuses on 
teaching you to analyze works of art rather than to create art. Before enrolling in this course, you should have basic skills 
in analysis and writing about subjects using evidence to support your ideas.   
 
FUNDAMENTALS OF ART APPRECIATION: (Online, semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Fundamentals of Art Appreciation is an introductory one-semester course that explores various aspects of art to 
encourage you to develop an awareness of, and admiration for, fine art. This course focuses on teaching you to analyze 
works of art rather than create art. As you begin to examine the elements and principles of art in this course, you will 
study important works of art selected from various types of media, including painting, sculpture, architecture, 
printmaking, and photography. The course also explores crafts, graphic design and computer art. You will learn about 
various types of art media/techniques as you investigate the question of why art is created. This course provides you with 
a working knowledge of concepts and an enriched vocabulary so that you can become a more informed consumer of art. 
 
FUNDAMENTALS OF ART HISTORY: (Online, semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Fundamentals of Art History is an introductory one-semester course designed to develop your understanding and 
appreciation for the visual arts. This course focuses on teaching you to analyze works of art rather than create art. In this 
course, you will explore art and artists from prehistoric times through the present. You will explore important works of art 
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selected from various types of media, including painting, sculpture, architecture, and photography. As the course presents 
works of different periods, you will receive the historical and geographic context necessary for gaining a deeper 
appreciation of the pieces. This course provides you with a working knowledge of art concepts and an enriched 
vocabulary that will allow you to become a more informed consumer of art. 

 
INTERNSHIP & WORK STUDY A/B: (BPL students only)  
     There is a lot students can learn from their first experience in the workplace. Students taking this course 
should currently be working in an internship or work site, or actively pursuing a placement. Students will learn 
how to apply the lessons learned to future career searches and opportunities. Topics include searching for and 
applying for jobs, creating resumes and cover letters, and going on interviews. The student will also learn about 
employee rights and build life-skills such as budgeting. 

Internship & Work Study A is a half-credit, pass/fail course, and self-paced by week. The student will be 
expected to complete all assignments, short essays, a weekly journal entry and any work or performance 
verification required during each week.  

The student will not be given a daily assignment, but instead, will choose when to complete the assignments 
over the course of the week. The student should plan to spend approximately 4–5 hours per week working on 
each lesson. The student should not check off the lesson until all work has been completed, as this will cause the 
lesson to disappear from the planner. 

In order to satisfy the requirements of this course, students are expected to spend a minimum of 2 hours per 
week at an internship or work site, under the supervision of an approved supervisor. 

INTRODUCTION TO DRAWING: (Online, semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  
Learning to draw is like learning any new skill: it takes practice, practice, practice. Introduction to Drawing is a 

one-semester course for beginning and intermediate artists that provides training in the application of artistic processes 
and skills. In this course, you will learn the basics of line, contour, shading, texture, perspective, composition, and action 
drawing. You will examine artwork and demonstrate your newly learned skills by creating several original works of art 
and compiling a portfolio of your artwork. 
 
LIVING MUSIC I: (Online, semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Designed for students in grades 9–12, this course teaches fundamental musicianship skills from a Western-Classical 
approach, while aligning to National Core Arts Standards. The course challenges the student to improve listening, 
notation, analysis, performance, and improvisation skills. With audio, visual, and interactive technologies, the course 
provides a unique and advanced learning experience for the student. 
 
LIVING MUSIC II: (Online, semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs) 

Designed for students in grades 9–12, this course enhances the student’s fundamental musicianship skills from a 
Western-Classical approach, while aligning to National Core Arts Standards. The student will review and deepen skills 
and concepts of rhythm and notation learned and practiced in Living Music I. Through the use of virtual tools and analysis 
of classic repertoire, the student will work to improve listening, notation, analysis, performance, and composition skills. 
With audio, visual, and interactive technologies, the course provides a unique and advanced learning experience for the 
student. Living Music I is a prerequisite for this course. 
 
MUSIC APPRECIATION: (Online, semester course, used in both SA on-campus/ALE programs)  

Music is part of everyday lives and reflects the spirit of our human condition. To know and understand music, we 
distinguish and identify cultures on local and global levels. This course will provide students with an aesthetic and 
historical perspective of music, covering a variety of styles and developments from the Middle Ages through the 21st 
century. Students will acquire basic knowledge and listening skills, making future music experiences more informed and 
satisfying. 
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PEARSON ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES 
 
AP Art History A Semester 9-12 AP Art History B Semester 9-12 
AP Biology A Semester 9-12 AP Biology B Semester 9-12 
AP Calculus AB A Semester 9-12 AP Calculus AB B Semester 9-12 
AP Calculus BC A Semester 9-12 AP Calculus BC B Semester 9-12 
AP Computer Science (A) A Semester 9-12 AP Computer Science (A) B Semester 9-12 
AP English Language and Composition A Semester 9-12 AP English Language and Composition B Semester 9-12 
AP English Literature and Composition A Semester 9-12 AP English Literature and Composition B Semester 9-12 
AP Environmental Science A Semester 9-12 AP Environmental Science B Semester 9-12 
AP Human Geography A Semester 9-12 AP Human Geography B Semester 9-12 
AP Spanish Language A Semester 9-12 AP Spanish Language B Semester 9-12 
AP Statistics A Semester 9-12 AP Statistics B Semester 9-12 
AP United States History A Semester 9-12 AP United States History B Semester 9-12 
AP Macroeconomics Semester 9-12  
AP Microeconomics Semester 9-12 
AP Psychology Semester 9-12  
AP United States Government Semester 9-12 
 
 
YV TECH/SKILL CENTER CLASSES (subject to instructor availability) 

 1.0 – 1.5 CTE credits per semester/per session) Grades 11-12 only  
Course Descriptions for YV Tech are available online at http://www.yvtech.us/programs/ 

 
1. YV-Tech Skills Center is a full-year (2 semesters) program.  Plan on staying the full year.  
2. 3 Periods are used: Periods 1 – 3 (8-10:30 am), Periods 4 – 6 (12-2:30 pm) See YVTech Website for                    

COVID-19 program changes/online-remote learning options and schedule 
3. You must be pre-registered through the Selah Academy or SHS Counselor(s). 
4. Age requirement - 16 years of age 
5. Summer classes are available for general elective use only.  Check the YV-Tech website for info. 

 

PROGRAM AM PM EVENING 

Aerial Systems Operation & Design NOT OFFERED  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

 Automation Technician  NOT OFFERED  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

 Automotive Collision Repair   8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

Automotive Technology  8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

Business Administration  8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

 Construction Trades 8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

 Culinary Arts 8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

 Cybersecurity 8:00 - 10:30 AM  NOT OFFERED  NOT OFFERED  

Dental Assisting 8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

Electrician 8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED 
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Entertainment Media Productions 8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

Firefighting 8:00 - 10:30 AM  NOT OFFERED  NOT OFFERED  

Law Enforcement 8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

Nursing Assistant 8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

Physical Therapy Technician 8:00 - 10:30 AM  12:00 - 2:30 PM  NOT OFFERED  

Cosmetology: Elite Academy (Off-Campus) 
8:00 - 10:30 AM 12:00 - 2:30 PM  3 - 5:30 PM (M - F) 

 
 

 
RUNNING START Grades 11 & 12 Only Please see your counselor for details or go to the YVCC Running Start                     

website at:  http://www.yvcc.edu/admission/highschool-options/RunningStart/Pages/default.aspx.  
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